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Thank you for your interest in the visit to Vellore in Summer 2010.  Initial plans for the trip will be confirmed by the end of November, when we find out who would like to be part of the group and what sort of things interest all of you.  This trip will include both visiting the diocese of Vellore, and also school or institution based placements, to help develop English conversation.

Dates  The dates of the trip will depend on the group going.  Please indicate both preferred dates and impossible dates between 23rd July and 31st August 2010.  Without additional sightseeing trips, we plan to spend three weeks away from home.

Costs The cost of the trip will be £1300.  This covers flights, accommodation, transport and meals in Vellore and a small donation to the diocese of Vellore. However, if the group wish to add on days for sightseeing, there might well be some additional costs.  

Accommodation is likely to be in ‘hostel type’ accommodation, attached to one of the Christian Medical College sites.  It is likely to be shared accommodation.  I will make every effort to ensure that married couples can share together (sometimes these places either have only single beds, or very occasionally, we may need to arrange ourselves in ‘womens’ and ‘mens’ rooms).  During our visit in 2006, most people returned to the main accommodation base at the end of each working day, although a few had the opportunity to stay with their institution for that part of the programme.

Itinerary The first few days in Vellore will include elements of introduction to the culture of South India, a welcome to the diocese, and, hopefully, some introduction to your ‘work base’  The itinerary will include a considerable amount of travel across the diocese.  Travel in India takes quite a long time, and can be quite ‘hairy’.  However, it’s always worth it in the end.  It’s also essential to be prepared for several changes to plans, and also for extra things to be fitted into a day ( and extra meals!). 

Sightseeing In 2006, we took a weekend off in the middle of our stay to visit Mahabalapuram, on the Tamil Nadu coast.  We also spent two nights in a  hotel in Madras, to do a bit of sightseeing and shopping.  

Health  Before committing yourself to the trip, if you are taking any medication at the moment, please can you ensure that this will be compatible with the antimalarial medication.  You are also advised to drink plenty of water in India, to avoid dehydration.  We can always find some form of loo if necessary, but they can be a little primitive! If you are concerned about health issues, Vellore boasts one of the best hospitals in that part of the world, and provides health workers for all over the world.

Preparation  There  will be three meetings in preparation for the visit. These will touch on issues of culture, what to expect, how to prepare ourselves, what to take, poverty, the diocese of Vellore and the Church of South India, and much more!  These give participants a chance to get to know one another before we go to Vellore.
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Full name

Address

Telephone number





e mail

Age at time of travelling




Date of birth

Passport number 

(please ensure that your passport expires not less than 6 months after your return from India)

Travel insurance details (travel insurance must be obtained before a ticket can be bought in your name)

Known medical conditions and details

Special dietary requirements

Have you travelled to India before 



yes/no

Have you travelled to a Third World Country before
yes/no

Dates that would suit you best

Dates you could not possibly manage

Sort of institution you would like to have a placement in

Please register me for the trip to Vellore in Summer 2010.

I enclose a deposit of £100 (cheques to be made to EDBF)  We will inform you of the dates before we make a firm booking.  If the dates are not convenient, we will return your cheque to you)

Signed

